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II Melachim 14-15
The Rich
1. Amos 6:4-6
שְּׁכִבים ַﬠל־ִמטּוֹת ֵשׁן וְּס ֻרִחים ַﬠל־ַﬠ ְרשׂוָֹתם
ֹ ַה
ְוֹאְכִלים ָכּ ִרים ִמֹצּאן ַוֲﬠ ָגִלים ִמתּוְֹך ַמ ְרֵבּק׃
ַהֹפּ ְרִטים ַﬠל־ִפּי ַה ָנֶּבל ְכּ ָד ִויד ָחְשׁבוּ ָלֶהם ְכֵּלי־
ִשׁיר׃

They lie on ivory beds, Lolling on their couches, Feasting on lambs
from the flock And on calves from the stalls. They hum snatches of
song
To the tune of the lute—They account themselves musicians like
David.

שִּׁתים ְבִּמ ְז ְר ֵקי ַי ִין ְו ֵראִשׁית ְשָׁמ ִנים ִיְמָשׁחוּ
ֹ ַה
 ְול ֹא ֶנְחלוּ ַﬠל־ֵשֶׁבר יוֵֹסף׃They drink [straight] from the wine bowls And anoint themselves with
 ָלֵכן ַﬠָתּה ִי ְגלוּ ְבּרֹאשׁ ֹגִּלים ְוָסר ִמ ְר ַזחthe choicest oils—But they are not concerned about the ruin of Joseph.
 ְסרוִּחים׃Assuredly, right soon They shall head the column of exiles;They shall
loll no more at festive meals.

Those who Languish
2. Amos 4:1

שְׁמרוֹן
ֹ  ִשְׁמעוּ ַה ָדָּבר ַה ֶזּה ָפּרוֹת ַהָבָּשׁן ֲאֶשׁר ְבַּהרHear this word, you cows of Bashan On the hill of Samaria—
 ָהֹעְשׁקוֹת ַדִּלּים ָהרְֹצצוֹת ֶאְביוֹ ִנים ָהֹאְמרֹתWho defraud the poor,
ַלֲאדֹ ֵניֶהם ָהִביָאה ְו ִנְשֶׁתּה
1

Who rob the needy; Who say to your husbands, “Bring, and let’s
carouse!”

Fraud
3. Amos 8:4-8

Listen to this, you cEmendation yields “who on every new moon devour the
needy, and on every sabbath the humble of the land”; cf. v. 5.who devour the
needy, annihilating the poor of the land,-c
saying, “If only the new moon were over, so that we could sell grain; the
sabbath, so that we could offer wheat for sale, dGiving short measures of grain,
but using oversize weights for the silver received in payment using an ephah
that is too small, and a shekel that is too big,-d tilting a dishonest scale,
and selling grain refuse as grain! We will buy the poor for silver, the needy for a
pair of sandals.”
The LORD swears by the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget any of their
doings.”
Shall not the earth shake for this
And all that dwell on it mourn?
Shall it not all rise like the Nile
And surge and subside like the Nile of Egypt?

שֲּׁאִפים ֶאְביוֹן
ֹ ִשְׁמעוּ־ֹזאת ַה
ְוַלְשִׁבּית )ענוי( ]ֲﬠ ִנ ֵיּי־[ָא ֶרץ׃
ֵלאמֹר ָמַתי ַיֲﬠֹבר ַהֹח ֶדשׁ ְו ַנְשִׁבּי ָרה
ֶשֶּׁבר ְוַהַשָּׁבּת ְו ִנְפְתָּחה־ָבּר ְלַהְקִטין
ֵאיָפה וְּלַה ְג ִדּיל ֶשׁ ֶקל וְּלַﬠ ֵוּת מֹא ְז ֵני
ִמ ְרָמה׃
ִלְקנוֹת ַבֶּכֶּסף ַדִּלּים ְוֶאְביוֹן ַבֲּﬠבוּר
ַנֲﬠָל ִים וַּמַפּל ַבּר ַנְשִׁבּיר׃
ִנְשַׁבּע ְיֹה ָוה ִבּ ְגאוֹן ַיֲﬠֹקב ִאם־
ֶאְשַׁכּח ָל ֶנַצח ׇכּל־ַמֲﬠֵשׂיֶהם׃
ַהַﬠל ֹזאת ל ֹא־ִת ְר ַגּז ָהָא ֶרץ ְוָאַבל
ׇכּל־יוֵֹשׁב ָבּהּ ְוָﬠְלָתה ָכֹאר ֻכָּלּהּ
[ְו ִנ ְג ְרָשׁה )ונשקה( ] ְו ִנְשְׁקָﬠה
ִכּיאוֹר ִמְצ ָר ִים׃

4. The Prophets, AY Hershel, page 31

Immorality
5. Amos 2:6-8

Thus said the LORD:
For three transgressions of Israel,

ֹכּה ָאַמר ְיֹה ָוה ַﬠל־
ְשֹׁלָשׁה ִפְּשֵׁﬠי
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For four, I will not revoke it:
Because they have sold for silver
Those whose cause was just,
And the needy for a pair of sandals.
[Ah,] you aUnderstanding sho’afim as equivalent to shafim. Emendation yields: “Who
crush on the ground / The heads of the poor, / And push off the road / The humble of the
land”;who trample the heads of the poor
Into the dust of the ground,
And make the humble walk a twisted course!-a
Father and son go to the same girl,
And thereby profane My holy name.
They recline by every altar
On garments taken in pledge,
And drink in the House of their God
Wine bought with fines they imposed.

ִיְשׂ ָרֵאל ְוַﬠל־ַא ְרָבָּﬠה
ל ֹא ֲאִשׁיֶבנּוּ ַﬠל־
ִמְכ ָרם ַבֶּכֶּסף ַצ ִדּיק
ְוֶאְביוֹן ַבֲּﬠבוּר
ַנֲﬠָל ִים׃
שֲּׁאִפים ַﬠל־ֲﬠַפר־
ֹ ַה
ֶא ֶרץ ְבּרֹאשׁ ַדִּלּים
ְו ֶד ֶרְך ֲﬠ ָנ ִוים ַיטּוּ
ְוִאישׁ ְוָאִביו ֵיְלכוּ
ֶאל־ַה ַנֲּﬠ ָרה ְלַמַﬠן
ַחֵלּל ֶאת־ֵשׁם ׇק ְדִשׁי׃
ְוַﬠל־ְבּ ָג ִדים ֲחֻבִלים
ַיטּוּ ֵאֶצל ׇכּל־ִמ ְזֵבַּח
ְו ֵיין ֲﬠנוִּשׁים ִיְשׁתּוּ
ֵבּית ֱאֹלֵהיֶהם׃

Complacency
6. Amos 6:13-14

[Ah,] those who are so happy about Lo-dabar,gTwo towns east of the Jordan
recovered for Israel by Jeroboam II (see 2 Kings 14.25). For Lo-dabar, cf. 2
Sam. 9.4, 5; 17.27; for Karnaim, cf. Gen. 14.5. Who exult, “By our might We
have captured Karnaim”!gTwo towns east of the Jordan recovered for Israel by
Jeroboam II (see 2 Kings 14.25). For Lo-dabar, cf. 2 Sam. 9.4, 5; 17.27; for
Karnaim, cf. Gen. 14.5.
But I, O House of Israel, Will raise up a nation against you—declares the
LORD, the God of Hosts— Who will harass you from Lebo-Hamath To the
Wadi Arabah.

ַהְשֵּׂמִחים ְלל ֹא ָדָבר ָהֹאְמ ִרים ֲהלוֹא
ְבׇח ְז ֵקנוּ ָל ַקְחנוּ ָלנוּ ַק ְר ָנ ִים׃
ִכּי ִה ְנ ִני ֵמִקים ֲﬠֵליֶכם ֵבּית ִיְשׂ ָרֵאל
ְנֻאם־ ְיֹה ָוה ֱאֹלֵהי ַהְצָּבאוֹת גּוֹי ְוָלֲחצוּ
ֶאְתֶכם ִמְלּבוֹא ֲחָמת ַﬠד־ ַנַחל
ָהֲﬠ ָרָבה׃

7. Amos 9:10

All the sinners of My people Shall perish by the sword, Who boast, “Never shall
the evil Overtake us or come near us.”

ַבֶּח ֶרב ָימוּתוּ ֹכּל ַחָטֵּאי ַﬠִמּי ָהֹאְמ ִרים
ל ֹא־ַת ִגּישׁ ְוַתְק ִדּים ַבֲּﬠ ֵדינוּ ָה ָרָﬠה׃

Warnings
8. Amos 1:1

The words of Amos, a sheepbreeder from Tekoa, who prophesied concerning
Israel in the reigns of Kings Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam son of Joash of
Israel, two years before the earthquake.
He proclaimed:

ִדְּב ֵרי ָﬠמוֹס ֲאֶשׁר־ָה ָיה ַבֹנְּק ִדים
ִמְתּקוַֹﬠ ֲאֶשׁר ָח ָזה ַﬠל־ ִיְשׂ ָרֵאל ִבּיֵמי
ֻﬠ ִזּ ָיּה ֶמֶלְך־ ְיהוּ ָדה וִּביֵמי ָיׇרְבָﬠם ֶבּן־
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The LORD roars from Zion,
Shouts aloud from Jerusalem;
And the pastures of the shepherds shall languish,
And the summit of Carmel shall wither.

יוָֹאשׁ ֶמֶלְך ִיְשׂ ָרֵאל ְשׁ ָנַת ִים ִלְפ ֵני
ָה ָרַﬠשׁ׃
ַוֹיּאַמר ְיֹה ָוה ִמִצּיּוֹן ִיְשָׁאג וִּמירוָּשׁ ͏ַ ִלם
ִיֵתּן קוֹלוֹ ְוָאְבלוּ ְנאוֹת ָהרִֹﬠים ְו ָיֵבשׁ
רֹאשׁ ַהַכּ ְרֶמל׃

9. Zechariah 14:5

ְו ַנְסֶתּם ֵגּיא־ָה ַרי ִכּי־ ַי ִגּיַﬠ ֵגּי־ָה ִרים ֶאל־ָאַצל ְו ַנְסֶתּם ַכֲּאֶשׁר ַנְסֶתּם ִמְפּ ֵני ָה ַרַﬠשׁ ִבּיֵמי ֻﬠ ִזּ ָיּה ֶמֶלְך־ ְיהוּ ָדה וָּבא ְיֹה ָוה ֱאֹלַהי ׇכּל־ְקדִֹשׁים ִﬠָמְּך׃
“You [pl.] shall flee [to] the Valley in the Hills, for the Valley of the Hills shall reach up to Azal. You shall flee
as you fled because of the earthquake…”And the Valley in the Hills shall be stopped up, for the Valley of the
Hills shall reach only to Azal; it shall be stopped up as it was stopped up as a result of the earthquake in the
days of King Uzziah of Judah.—And the LORD my God, with all the holy beings, will come to you.
10. Antiquities of the Jews, Book IX 10:4
4. While Uzziah was in this state, and making preparation [for futurity], he was corrupted in his mind by pride, and became insolent,
and this on account of that abundance which he had of things that will soon perish, and despised that power which is of eternal
duration [which consisted in piety towards God, and in the observation of the laws]; so he fell by occasion of the good success of his
affairs, and was carried headlong into those sins of his father, which the splendor of that prosperity he enjoyed, and the glorious
actions he had done, led him into, while he was not able to govern himself well about them. Accordingly, when a remarkable day was
come, and a general festival was to be celebrated, he put on the holy garment, and went into the temple to offer incense to God upon
the golden altar, which he was prohibited to do by Azariah the high priest, who had fourscore priests with him, and who told him that
it was not lawful for him to offer sacrifice, and that "none besides the posterity of Aaron were permitted so to do." And when they
cried out that he must go out of the temple, and not transgress against God, he was wroth at them, and threatened to kill them, unless
they would hold their peace. In the mean time a great earthquake shook the ground and a rent was made in the temple, and the bright
rays of the sun shone through it, and fell upon the king's face, insomuch that the leprosy seized upon him immediately. And before
the city, at a place called Eroge, half the mountain broke off from the rest on the west, and rolled itself four furlongs, and stood still at
the east mountain, till the roads, as well as the king's gardens, were spoiled by the obstruction. Now, as soon as the priests saw that
the king's face was infected with the leprosy, they told him of the calamity he was under, and commanded that he should go out of
the city as a polluted person. Hereupon he was so confounded at the sad distemper, and sensible that he was not at liberty to
contradict, that he did as he was commanded, and underwent this miserable and terrible punishment for an intention beyond what
befitted a man to have, and for that impiety against God which was implied therein. So he abode out of the city for some time, and
lived a private life, while his son Jotham took the government; after which he died with grief and anxiety at what had happened to
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him, when he had lived sixty-eight years, and reigned of them fifty-two; and was buried by himself in his own gardens.

11. Fact-checking the Book of Amos: There Was a Huge Quake in Eighth Century B.C.E., Haaretz, Jan 3
2019
Prof. Wolfgang Zwickel of the University of Mainz helpfully points out a key archaeological clue to
quake versus enemy action. In the case of war, Zwickel says, destruction layers wouldn’t
necessarily be everywhere. Cities that submissively opened their gates to the marauder would be
spared. But if all the cities in a large area evince destruction levels, the likelihood is quake.
Evidence of catastrophe in eighth-century B.C.E. northern Israel is legion. A destruction layer at
Hazor was dated by Israel Finkelstein and Yigal Yadin to 760 B.C.E., the right time frame for Amos.
At Lachish, David Ussishkin found a destruction level from the same time. Acre also has a similar
layer dating to the mid-eighth century B.C.E. that, Zwickel points out, could have been courtesy of
the Assyrians or quake.
Moving onto Megiddo (which the Christians call Armageddon), the archaeologists describe “tilted
walls and pillars, bent and warped walls, fractured building stones, dipping floors, liquefied sand,
mudbrick collapse and burnt remains” (Shmuel Marco and Israel Finkelstein of Tel Aviv University,
with Amotz Agnon of Hebrew University and Ussishkin).
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Tel Abu Hawam, in Haifa Bay, had been settled from the Bronze Age, if not earlier, and a powerful
town had arisen there some 3,000 years ago. But it was destroyed after the quake and not rebuilt.
Damage found at Tel Dan also fits
the timeline of the biblical quake.
What about the Assyrians? Hebrew
University’s Agnon explains that
some of the damage the
archaeologists found could not
possibly have been achieved with the
primitive tools of the Bronze Age or
even the early Iron Age.
Tel Shafi, for instance (formerly the
Philistine city of Gath), had a 4meter-thick (13-foot) wall that fell
onto its side in the eighth century
B.C.E. It would have taken a hand of
god, not a donkey with headgear, to
push that thing over. “That damage
couldn’t have been man-made,”
Agnon says.

Rejection of Prophets
12. Amos 7:10Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent this message to King Jeroboam of
ְ ִו ַיּ
שַׁלח ֲאַמְצי ָה כּ ֵֹהן ֵבּית־ֵאל ֶאל־י ָ ׇרְבָעם
ַ
ֵ
ֵ
ִ
Israel: “Amos is conspiring against you within the House of Israel. The
 ָעמוֹס ְבֶּקֶרבxשָׂראל לאמ ֹר ָקשׁר ָעֶלי
ְ ־יuֶמֶל
country cannot endure the things he is saying.
שָׂרֵאל {א־תוַּכל ָהאֶָרץ ְלָהִכיל ֶאת־ׇכּל־
ְ ִ ֵבּית י
For Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall be
ְדָּבָריו׃
exiled from its soil.’”
ִכּי־כ ֹה אַָמר ָעמוֹס ַבֶּחֶרב י ָמוּת י ָ ׇרְבָעם
Amaziah also said to Amos, “Seer, off with you to the land of Judah! Lit.
} שָׂרֵאל ָגּ{ה י ְִגֶלה ֵמַעל אְַדָמתוֹ׃ }ס
ְ ִ ו ְי
“eat bread.”Earn your living there, and do your prophesying there.
But don’t ever prophesy again at Bethel; for it is a king’s sanctuary and a
x ְבַּרח־ְלuו ַיּ ֹאֶמר ֲאַמְצי ָה ֶאל־ָעמוֹס ח ֶֹזה ֵל
royal palace.”
ָ ְ שׁם ֶלֶחם ו
ָ ֶאל־ֶאֶרץ י ְהוָּדה ו ֱֶאׇכל־
שׁם ִתּנֵָּבא׃
Amos answered Amaziah: “I am not a prophet, I.e., by profession. and I
וֵּבית־ֵאל {א־תוִֹסיף עוֹד ְלִהנֵָּבא ִכּי ִמְקַדּשׁ־
am not a prophet’s disciple. I am a cattle breeder Meaning of Heb.
 הוּא וֵּבית ַמְמָלָכה הוּא׃uֶמֶל
uncertain; emendation yields “sheep breeder”; cf. the next verse and
ו ַיַַּען ָעמוֹס ו ַיּ ֹאֶמר ֶאל־ֲאַמְצי ָה {א־נִָביא אָנ ִֹכי
1.1. and a tender of sycamore figs.
ו ְ{א ֶבן־נִָביא אָנ ִֹכי ִכּי־בוֵֹקר אָנ ִֹכי וּבוֵֹלס
But the LORD took me away from following the flock, and the LORD said
ִ
שְׁקִמים׃
to me, ‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel.’
ו ַיִָּקֵּחנִי י ְהוֹ ָה ֵמאֲַחֵרי ַהצּ ֹאן ו ַיּ ֹאֶמר ֵאַלי י ְהוֹ ָה
And so, hear the word of the LORD. You say I must not prophesy about
שָׂרֵאל׃
ְ ִ  ִהנֵָּבא ֶאל־ַעִמּי יuֵל
the House of Israel or preach about the House of Isaac;
שַׁמע ְדַּבר־י ְהוֹ ָה ַאָתּה א ֵֹמר {א ִתנֵָּבא
ְ ו ְַעָתּה
but this, I swear, is what the LORD said: Your wife shall Emendation
שָׂחק׃
ְ ִ שָׂרֵאל ו ְ{א ַתִטּיף ַעל־ֵבּית י
ְ ִ ַעל־י
yields “be ravished”; cf. Lam. 5.11.play the harlot in the town, your sons x ָבִּעיר ִתְּזנֶה וָּבנֶיxשְׁתּ
ְ ָלֵכן כּ ֹה־אַָמר י ְהוֹ ָה ִא
and daughters shall fall by the sword, and your land shall be divided up
 ַבֶּחֶבל ְתֻּחָלּקx ַבֶּחֶרב י ִפּ ֹלוּ ו ְאְַדָמְתxוְּבנ ֶֹתי
with a measuring line. And you yourself shall die on unclean soil; Cf.
שָׂרֵאל ָגּ{ה
ְ ִ ו ְַאָתּה ַעל־ֲאָדָמה ְטֵמאָה ָתּמוּת ו ְי
Hos. 9.3 and note. for Israel shall be exiled from its soil.”
}י ְִגֶלה ֵמַעל אְַדָמתוֹ׃ }פ
e

-e

f

g

h

-h

i

13. TB Pesachim 87b
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.  ִיְשָׂרֵאל ְלִהָמּנוֹת ִﬠם ַמְלֵכי ְיהוָּדה? ִמְפֵּני ֶשׁלּ ֹא ִקֵבּל ָלשׁוֹן ָהַרע ַﬠל ָﬠמוֹסM ִמְפֵּני ָמה ָזָכה ָיׇרְבָﬠם ֶבּן יוָֹאשׁ ֶמֶל:ָאַמר ַרִבּי יוָֹחָנן
Rabbi Yoḥanan said: Due to what reason was the less than righteous Jeroboam, son of Joash, king of
Israel, privileged to be counted in the verse together with the righteous kings of Judea? It is due to the fact
that he did not accept slander about Amos.
.  ִיְשָׂרֵאל״M ״ְדַּבר ה׳ ֲאֶשׁר ָהָיה ֶאל הוֵֹשַׁﬠ ֶבּן ְבֵּא ִרי ִבּיֵמי ֻﬠִזָּיּה יוָֹתם ָאָחז ְיִחְזִקָיּה ַמְלֵכי ְיהוָּדה וִּביֵמי ָיׇרְבָﬠם ֶבּן יוָֹאשׁ ֶמֶל:ְמָנַלן ְדִּאיְמּ ִני? ִדְּכִתיב
The Gemara asks: From where do we derive that he was counted together with the righteous kings of Judea?
As it is written: “The word of the Lord that came to Hosea, son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judea, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel”
(Hosea 1:1).
 ״ִכּי ֹכה ָאַמר: וְּכִתיב, ְוגוֹ׳״y ִיְשָׂרֵאל ֵלאֹמר ָקַשׁר ָﬠֶליM ״ַו ִיְּשַׁלח ֲאַמְצָיה ֹכֵּהן ֵבּית ֵאל ֶאל ָיׇרְבָﬠם ֶמֶל:וְּמָנַלן ְדּל ֹא ִקיֵבּל ָלשׁוֹן ָהָרע? ִדְּכִתיב
.  ְוִאם ָאַמר — ָמה ֶאֱﬠֶשׂה לוֹ? ְשִׁכיָנה ָאְמָרה לוֹ,M ַחס ְוָשׁלוֹם ָאַמר אוֹתוֹ ַצִדּיק ָכּ: ָאַמר.ָﬠמוֹס ַבֶּחֶרב ָימוּת ָיׇרְבָﬠם ְוגוֹ׳״
And from where do we derive that he did not accept slander? As it is written: “Then Amaziah the priest
of Beth-El sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying: Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the
house of Israel” (Amos 7:10). And it is written: “For thus said Amos: Jeroboam shall die by the sword and
Israel shall surely be led away captive out of his land” (Amos 7:11). Jeroboam said: Heaven forfend that that
righteous person, Amos, said this, that I will die by the sword; and if he indeed said it, what shall I do to
him and why should I punish him? The Divine Presence said it to him, and he is required to transmit his
prophecy.
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