THELIGHT OF TORAH
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L. bShabbat 21b

It was taught in a beraitta: the mitzvah of Hanukkah is ner
ish u-beito. The mehadrin is one light for each and every
person. And the mehadrin min ha-mehadrin, Beit Sham-
mai says: on the first day one lights eight and, from that
point, decreases. Beit Shammai says: on the first day one
lights one and, from that point on, increases.

2. Rashi, Shabbat 21b, s.v. “Ner Ish U-Beito”
One light each night; and one light is sufficient for the per-

son and all his household.

3. bShabbat 23a

Said R. Hiyya b. Ashi in the name of Rav: on who lights
nerot Hanukkah needs to make a berakhah. And R. Yirmi-
yah said: one who sees nerot Hanukkah needs to make a
berakhah. Said R. Yehuda: on the first day one who sees
makes two berakhot and one who lights makes three. From
this point on, one who lights makes two while one who sees
says one. Which berakhah does he stop saying? Shehehey-
anu. Why not she-asah nissim? Because the miracle is rele-
vant on all the days.

4. Tosafot, bSukkah 46a s.v. “ha-Roeh”

For all other mitzvot, such as lulav and sukkah, there is no

requirement for one who sees the mitzvah to make a be-
rakhah but only for nerot Hanukkah? It is because of our
love of the miracle. It is also because there are many people
who do not have homes and they can thus not fulfil the
mitzvah. The first reason, however, is preferable so as not
to raise the question regarding mezuzah, and furthermore,
one can explain that it is improper to institute a berakhah
to made by one who sees that would not be recited by one
who fulfils the actual mitzvah.
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5. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hanukkah 4:1
How many lights are lit on Hanukkah? The mitzvah is that,

in each and every house, one light should be lit, whether
there are many people in one house or only one.

6. Rambam, Maamar Kiddush Hashem

By the same token, we are familiar with the evil and repres-

sive decrees imposed by the wicked Seleucid Kingdom
upon our people. Among them was a prohibition against
closing the door of a home so that there was no privacy in
which to perform mitzvot.

7. bShabbat 23a

Rav Sheshet said: A guest is obligated in lighting the Ha-
nukkah light in the place where he is being hosted. The Ge-
mara relates that Rabbi Zeira said: At first, when I was stud-
ying in the yeshiva, I would participate with perutot, cop-
per coins, together with the host [ushpiza], so that I would
be a partner in the light that he kindled. After I married my
wife, I said: Now I certainly need not do so because they
light on my behalf in my house.

8. Ran, Commentary to Rif 10a

Even though a guest is not in his own home — we do not say
that the mitzvah of Hanukkabh is like mezuzah, for all those

who do not own a house are exempt from mezuzah.

9. Shulhan Arukh, O.H. 675:3

A woman may light nerot Hanukkah, for she too is obli-

gated. But if lit by a deafmute, someone with severe mental
disabilities, or a child, no mitzvah has been fulfilled, even
if prepared by an adult. But there are those who say that
child who is has reached the age of hinukh is permitted to
do so.

10. Shulhan Arukh, O.H. 689:2

Whether one reads [the megillah] or hears from someone

reading, they have fulfilled their obligation. But this is only
true if they heard from someone obligated in its reading.
Thus, if it was read by a deafmute, a child, or someone with
severe mental disabilities, the one who heard from his has
not fulfilled his obligation.
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11. Rambam, M.T. Admission into the Beit Hamikdash 9:7

It is valid if an alien lights the menorah. As long as a Kohen

set up the lights for kindling and then left it is permitted for
an alien to do so.

12. Bah, O.H. 676

I say that one who has Hanukkah lights lit in their house -
they are only exempt from the obligation to ensure that
there are lights to publicize the miracle. But in order to ex-
press gratitude for the miracle and saying sheheheyanu: this
is an obligation on the person and so one cannot be exempt
from this unless the person is there to hear the berakhot and
say Amen.
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