Who was Rav Elchanan?
Why then, I asked Reb Elchanan, is learning
Torah judged to be more important than all
other Mitzos? What good do I do for another
person when I learn Torah?
He answered, if we will stop learning Torah,
then the world will go under. The existence of
the world depends on Jews learning Torah. So
if a Jew learns Torah, he not only has the
Mitzvah, but more importantly, he sustains
the entire world and prevents its destruction.
~A Fire in His Soul: Irving M. Bunim

His Life
Born in 1874 in Birz,
Lithuania
Beinesh the Shamash
In 1890, his family moves
to the city of Bauska
He then goes to the Telz
Yeshiva for 7 years

R. Shimon Shkop, left, conversing with R. Chaim
Ozer Grodzinski

Making his own Yichus
Rav Kook
Rav Chaim of Brisk
In 1898, he marries the
daughter of R. Meir Atlas,
Rav of Shavli

About R. Elchanan
In 1902, he accepts a position in the Amitchslav Yeshiva
Should they learn Russian?
R. Tzvi Direktor - Don’t come back!
In 1907, at 32, he goes to Radin to learn with the Chafetz
Chayim
1910 - He accepts the position of Rabbi in Brisk
1921 - Ohel Torah in Baranowicz

Torah im Derech Eretz?

R. Shimon Schwab

I. Ikvesa De-Meshicha
If we wish to grasp the essence of the events in our
lives, we must seek verses and statements that
pertain to the period of "ikveta de-meshicha," i.e., the
period of transition between exile and redemption. If
we compare that which is written to what is taking
place, we see in the Torah – as though through a clear
glass – all that is happening to us, and all the reasons
for it. Everything that is stated in those verses is
being realized, and everything that is being realized
was foreseen. Let us start reading the Torah.

II. Birthpangs of Mashiach
We may indicate several periods in the history of the Jewish
nation: the period of the Tannaim, the period of the Amoraim,
the period of the Savoraim, the period of the Geonim, the
period of the Rishonim, etc. The final period is referred to in
the holy writings as "the end of days," and the Gemara refers
to it as "ikveta de-Meshicha," the footsteps of the Messiah
(Sota 49b), or "chevlei Mashiach," the birthpangs of the
Messiah (Ketubot 111a). The concept of the "end of days"
includes the period immediately preceding the redemption
and the redemption itself, while the "footsteps of the
Messiah" or the "birthpangs of the Messiah" refers only to
the final period of subjugation.

III. Idolatry?
Let us review all the forms of idolatry that they have worshipped in
the last hundred years. First, there was the Berlin enlightenment –
or, more accurately, the Berlin foolishness - from which they hoped
for all-encompassing salvation. When the winds of liberalism
began to blow, the Jews quickly arranged themselves in the front
lines of its defenders. After liberalism lost its luster, they turned to
democratism, Socialism, Communism, and the other "isms" that
have showered down on our generation in such abundance. To
these idols they offered sacrifices of creeping things – in both
senses of the term. They all proved worthless. Not a single one of
these forms of idolatry fulfilled the hopes that had been attached to
it. Moreover, each of these "isms" died a quick death and
suddenly disappeared.

IV. Time is Short
The Chafetz Chaim taught further: The changes that take place in the
world today within a short time, used to take hundreds of years. We
see that the wheel of time is spinning at lightning speed…
Since the time of the Messiah is very close, it is imperative that this
process be speeded up. From the day that the Chafetz Chaim, z"l,
expressed this view, the pace of events in the world has grown even
faster. Overnight, literally, things have happened that previously would
have taken many generations… It is as though the wheel of time is
accelerating under pressure from an external command: "Hurry up!"
Anyone with intelligence can understand that we are living in a special
period, which is destined to change the entire world order; day by day,
the pace grows faster…

Opposition to Zionism
A proposal has been made to combine the Ĥareidi
Beit Din with the Chief Rabbinate. It is well known that
he who heads [the Chief Rabbinate] has written and
signed on a declaration calling on Jews to contribute
to Keren Hayesod. It is also known that the funds of
Keren Hayesod go towards educating intentional
heretics. If that is the case, he who encourages
supporting this organization causes the public to sin
on a most terrible level. Rabbeinu Yona in Sha'arei
Teshuva explains the verse "The refining pot is for
silver, and the furnace for gold, and a man is tried by
his praise" (Prov. 27:21) as meaning that in order to
examine a person one must look at what he praises. If
we see that he praises the wicked, we know that he is
an utterly wicked person, and it is clear that it is
forbidden to associate with such a person.
Letter to Rav Yosef Tzvi Dushinski, June 25, 1924

Opposition to Zionism
It is known to all that the leadership
of this organization [Histadrut] has
set a goal of uprooting the Torah
from its root with a mighty hand,
and educating and raising a new
nation of Israel in place of the old
nation of Israel… It is clear that one
may not join with them in any sort
of union. Even living in their
neighborhood is prohibited; woe to
the wicked and woe to his neighbor!
Open Letter to the leadership of Poalei
Agudat Yisrael, 1934

Avodat Ivrit?
Should Rabbis in the Diaspora
be involved in Israeli Politics?

Some thinkers in the religious Zionist camp also invoked the
notion of hevlei Mashiach as an overarching explanation for
the travails of the interwar period. They differed vehemently
with Aguda as to the operative conclusions one should
draw…Like his Aguda counterparts, R. Yitzchak Nissenbaum
of the religious Zionists saw the hand of Providence in the
catastrophic events of his time, but unlike them, he saw the
present calamities as stemming at least in part from the
refusal of the masses of Jewry to enlist in the cause of
rebuilding the Land of Israel. In his chilling words of 1939:
“The longer the footsteps of the Messiah tarry through our
own fault, the fault of the nation that stays distant from the
building of its own land and the founding of its state, the
greater will grow the birth pangs of the messiah….”
–The Politics of Tradition, 67-8

What did the Aguda suggest that the Jewish people do in this
time of crisis? Rabbi Elhanan Wasserman pointed to the
advice offered long ago…to be saved from the hevlei
mashiach, a person should engage in study of Torah and
perform acts of kindness.
–The Politics of Tradition, 67-8

Third Agudah Convention 1937, Marienbad

"Rabbi Wasserman, Rabbi Kotler, Rabbi Rottenberg from Antwerp, and rabbis
from Czechoslovakia and Hungary were unanimous in rejecting any proposal for
a "Jewish State" on either side of the Jordan River, even if it were established as
a religious state because such a regime would be a form of heresy in our faith in
the belief in the coming of the Messiah, and especially since this little "Jewish"
state would be built on heresy and desecration of the Name of God.”
~Hapardes 7

Coming to
America
1938

Yeshiva University
When Rabbi Wasserman visited
America in 1938, he refused to
lecture at the Yeshiva and gave all of
his support to Mesivta Torah
Vodaath. Even though Revel sent
the Yeshiva’s highly respected and
competent student Rabbi Chaim
Zimmerman to escort Rav Elchanan
to the Yeshiva, he refused to come.
~Bernard Revel, 155

Yeshiva University
Mr. Manischewitz related to me that
Rabbi Elchanan Wasserman, in the
presence of 25 people, declared that
Yeshiva is a center of apikorsus and
shmad since the writings of Leopold
Zunz, Abraham Geiger, and Isaac
Hirsch Weiss are studied in the
Yeshiva. These men attempted to
completely uproot traditional Judaism.
~Bernard Revel, 156

Yeshiva University
“I received your letter. However, I did not act as you
requested. The yeshiva in America which can bring
in students are those that Dr. Revel in New York and
the Hebrew Theological College of Chicago. Both
institutions are permeated with spiritual dangers
since their fundamental principles are contrary to the
Torah. What good wil l result if you escape from
physical danger only to encounter spiritual peril. I
therefore sent your letter to the gaon, Rabbi Shlomo
Heiman, of the Mesivta Torah Vodaath in Brooklyn.
~The Silver Era, p. 273

America and Spiritual Dangers
“How can I help you emigrate
to America when you have
small children? Here we are
in physical danger, but is it a
secret that there is tremendous
spiritual danger facing
children in America?
~Reb Elchonon, p. 383-4

To Stay or To Go?

To Stay or To Go?

Final moments…
12 Tammuz, 1941

R’ Elchanan spoke quietly with his usual composure. His voice was
no different than always. He looked very serious but altogether
normal… He did not attempt to part specifically from his son, R’
Naftali, but spoke to one and all, to Klal Yisrael.

In the heavens we are apparently regarded as righteous people, for we have been chosen
to atone, through our physical selves, for the Jewish nation. Therefore, we must engage in
complete repentance, and immediately … time is short. The way to the Ninth Fort is near,
and we must keep in mind that through our repentance, our sacrifice will be held in greater
favor. No improper thought should enter our mind, heaven forefend, for it would be like a
blemish, invalidating our sacrifice. We are now fulfilling the greatest mitzva. "You set fire to
it, and through fire You are destined to rebuild it" (from the Tisha Be-Av prayers). The fire
that burns our bodies will be the fire that will return and revive the house of Israel."

Torah: Yiras Shamayim
Kovetz Maamarim

Torah: Lighting while Learning
Kovetz He’aros

“Should Kollel students should interrupt their studies to return home to
kindle Chanukah lights at the optimal time or remain in the Bait Midrash
until the conclusion of their scheduled study period”

Torah: “Contemporary”
Lessons of Chanukah
Kovetz Maamarim

When, as with Purim, there is a decree targeting Jews physically, it is, in
truth, Hashem’s decree, intended to arouse us to repent. In this
circumstance, there is no place for armed resistance, and it won’t succeed.
But when there is an eﬀort to tear Jews away from Judaism, that is the work
of the satan, and in order to weaken the satan’s power, Jews are called upon
to go to war and be willing to lay down their lives for this cause.

