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Rav Menachem Ziemba 

1883-1943

Raised by his grandfather, 
who was a chassid of the 
Kotzker Rebbe and a student 
of the Chiddushei Harim   

At 18, marries a wealthy 
merchant and learns for 20 
years



Working and Learning 

Takes over the business in 1917

In 1935, he became a representative of Praga to Warsaw’s 
Rabbinical council. 

Was active in Agudas Yisrael and was secretary of the 
Mo’etzes Gedolei ha-Torah.  

He was offered positions as Chief Rabbi of Yerushalayim and 
Rav of Lublin (after Rav Meir Shapiro), but turned both 
down.  



Rabbi in the Warsaw Ghetto 

He was one of the three last 
remaining rabbis of the Warsaw 
Ghetto (Rabbi Shimshon 
Sztokhamer and Rabbi David 
Shapiro).  

Right before the uprising, he was 
given the opportunity to escape by 
the Catholic Church, but declined.  



His Torah 

Zera Avraham, a response 
dialogue with R. Avraham 
Luftbehr (son in law of the 
Meshech Chachma)

Otzar Hasifra



10,000 pages!!
Machaze L’Melech on the 
Rambam

Menachem Yerushalayim on 
the Yerushalmi

Four volumes of responsa

A volume of sermons

Lost Torah 



Warsaw Ghetto

On October 12, 1940, the Germans decreed the establishment of a 
ghetto in Warsaw.

Ghetto residents (approx. 400k) were forced to live in an area of 
1.3 square miles, with an average of 7.2 persons per room.

 In 1941 the average Jew in the ghetto subsisted on 1,125 calories a 
day.

Between July 22 and September 12, 1942, the German authorities 
deported or murdered around 300,000 Jews in the Warsaw ghetto



The Will to Resist 

The will to resist has been sparked among thousands 
of men and women, elderly people and children, a 
will which conquers the natural anxiety and the fear 
of death and hardship. The masses have understood 
that by resisting surrender they are fighting the 
enemy in a unique way, hindering his deeds of 
destruction… The Germans were forced to conquer 
every single shelter and bunker with full force of 
arms.

Hersh Wasser, in Melech Nischt: the Destruction and Rebellion of the Jews 
of Warsaw, p. 190.



Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

In response to the deportations, on July 28, 
1942, several Jewish underground 
organizations created an armed self-defense 
unit known as the Zydowska Organizacja 
Bojowa; ZOB.

On January 18, 1943, a group of Jewish 
fighters, armed with pistols, infiltrated a 
column of Jews being forced to 
the Umschlagplatz, and, at a prearranged 
signal, broke ranks and fought their German 
escorts. 



Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

ZOB commander Mordecai Anielewicz 
commanded the Jewish fighters in the 
Warsaw ghetto uprising

April 19, 1943, the eve of Pesach  -the 
liquidation begins

On the third day of the uprising, SS and 
police forces began razing the ghetto to the 
ground, building by building, to force the 
remaining Jews out of hiding.



Mila 18
What happened exceeded our boldest dreams. The Germans 
fled twice from the ghetto. One of our companies held its 
position for forty minutes, while the other one lasted – 
upwards of six hours… I cannot describe to you the conditions 
in which the Jews are living. Only a handful will survive. 
All the rest will succumb, sooner or later. Their fate has been 
sealed. In almost all of the bunkers in which our friends are 
hiding one cannot even light a candle at night, for lack of air. 
Goodbye my friend. Perhaps we will see each other again. 
The main thing is this: My life's dream has become a reality. 
I have seen the Jewish defense of the ghetto in all its strength 
and glory.

23 [21] April 1943  - Mordechai Anielewicz

The  German  forces  ki l led 
Anielewicz and those with him 
in  an  a t tack  on  the  ZOB 
command  bunker  on  18  Mila 
Street, which they captured on 
May 8.



Why Didn’t Rav Ziemba Escape?



Why Didn’t Rav Ziemba Escape?

“When Rav Menachem Ziemba received his 
passport, he began to consider his options 
carefully. What, he pondered, would be the fate of 
his manuscripts?…As a consequence, we lost 
one of the preeminent minds of Polish Jewry.  
The overwhelming pain still hurts…” 

~Warsaw Ghetto Diaries 



The Complexity of the Uprising
Pages 1-2 

Rav  Yehoshua Moshe Aharonson 

Rabbi of the Sanniki congregation. 
Rabbi Aharonson and his congregation 
were sent to the Konin labor camp. He 
kept a journal of the slow annihilation 

of the Jews in that camp.



The Complexity of the Uprising
Page 3

Rav Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg

Author of the Seridei Eish

“ In the ghetto, we witnessed the lowliness and 
degradation of man devoid of divine ethics and 

lacking human conscience.  His cruelty far 
outstrips those of preying animals.”



The Complexity of the Uprising
Page 4

Rav Epharim Oshry 

Author of the She’elot u-
teshuvot mi-ma‘amakim



Dr. Hillel Seidman 
Hidden  beneath  the  ruined,  scorched 
earth of what had once been Warsaw's 
Jewish community headquarters lay a 
treasure buried deep-  the diary of Dr. 
Hillel  Seidman, chief archivist  of  the 
Warsaw Kehillah. A researcher, author, 
and,  above  all,  a  devoted  observant 
Jew,  Dr.  Seidman  kept  a  faithful 
account of Warsaw's last days, from the 
deportations to the final Uprising.



Rav Ziemba on the Uprising
Page 5-6 

But, today, the 
only way to sanity 
His name is armed 

resistance 



Spiritual Resistance 

Learning Torah (p. 7 - 8) 

Giving people hope (p. 9)

Sukkos (p. 10)

Preserving Torah (p. 11)

Giving a Get (p. 12)

Baptism (p. 12)

Fasting (p. 12)



The Last 
Pesach of 

Rav Ziemba
(p. 13-16)



Torah from Rav Ziemba 



Rav Menachem Ziemba 



Rav Menachem Ziemba


