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The Wicked Son’s Teeth
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THE PILLARS OF JEWISH DESTINY
by Rabbi Ephraim Rimel, Kollel Fellow

והיא שעמדה לאבותינו ולנו! שלא אחד בלבד עמד עלינו לכלותנו' אלא שבכל 
דור ודור עומדים עלינו לכלותנו' והקדוש ברוך הוא מצילנו מידם/

מה זה "והיא"? מה הוא אותו דבר מופלא שעמד ועומד לזכות 
עם ישראל כל השנים?

ברמת הפשט מדובר על ברית בן הבתרים שהוזכרה במשפט 
הקודם בהגדה/ אותה ברית שכרת הקב"ה עם אברהם אבינו 

היא שעמדה לזכותנו/

אפשר על דרך הדרש' להציע נוטריקון:
ו - ששה סדרי משנה/

ה - חמשה חמשי תורה/
י - עשרת הדברות/

א - אמונה בהקבה כא-ל אחד/

הדברים האלו שמרכיבים את המילה "והיא" הם שעמדו 
לאבותינו ולנו בכל דור ודור' ובזכותם הקב"ה מצילנו מידם של 

מבקשי רעתינו בכל דור ודור! 

Leading Questions for the Seder Leader
by Rabbi Dovid Asher, Kollel Fellow
1)  We ask 4 questions during “ma 

nishtana” - but when and how do we 
answer these questions?

2)  Why do we criticize the רשע (wicked 
son) if the חכם (wise son) also  excludes 
himself by using the word אתכם (you)?

3)  Why do we eat the Afikoman matzah as a remembrance of the Korban Pesach if we have a shank bone on the seder plate for 
the same purpose?

4)  Upon seeing their country destroyed by the plagues, why didn’t the Egyptians 
overthrow their evil and cruel dictator?

DID YOU 
KNOW?

by Rabbi Mordecai Turoff     
Kollel Fellow

The first printed Haggadah is 
believed to have been

published by Solomon ben 
Moses Alkabetz in 

Guadalajara, Spain in 1482,
ten years before the Jews' 

expulsion. The only known 
edition of  that

first printing is housed in the 
Jewish National and 
University Library

in Jerusalem.
(Yale University Library

 http://www.library.yale.edu/
judaica/site/exhibits/

children/)

Because koreich means 
"wrapping" and Ashkenazi 

matzah is not
pliable, some have the 

custom to wrap the marror 
around the matzah.

(Nit’ei Gavriel, Pesach vol.2) 

     The Haggadah instructs us to respond to the wicked son by “knocking his teeth.” A few  years 
ago at the Pesach Seder, my father pointed out that the Hebrew word for tooth, “shein” spelled שן, 
is a near homonym for the Hebrew letter “shin”, spelled שין. There are two words in Hebrew for 
describing those of less than praiseworthy conduct. One word is rasha (רשע), which describes a 
person who does wicked deeds in a premeditated manner, reflecting an evil personality. Calling 
someone a rasha passes moral judgment about that person. The other word is ra (רע), an adjective 
that describes something as bad due to a deficient characteristic, yet does not label a whole 
personality as morally corrupt and does not necessarily pass moral judgment (Rabbenu Yonah, 
Mishlei 21:10). What separates these two words is one letter, a shin. We “knock out” the shin of the 
wicked son, and instead of  classifying him as a rasha personality, we relate to his deeds alone as ra.

I thought that my father had uncovered a great lesson of  the Haggadah. The “wicked son” comes 
to the seder table viewing himself  as a rasha. He defines himself  as evil, fundamentally opposed to 
what is taking place. However, the Haggadah instructs us to see past his self-description. We must 
peer into the child’s heart, and realize that deep inside he is not a “wicked son” at all. Ra, 
deficiencies, may certainly be present, but we must distinguish between the reality of  the son who is 
lacking, and the outside persona of  evil that the son may project. In doing so, we can uncover the 
spark of  good that lies within his soul. The Haggadah reminds us that no matter what happens in 
our lives, that holy spark always endures within us burning bright inside our hearts.

Riddle Answers (from page 2)
1) Because the Egyptians worshipped the firstborn animals (Rashi 
Shemot 11:5).
2) The Torah commands that if we have non-Kosher meat, we 
should feed it to the dogs (Rashi, Shemot 22:30).
3) A male goat or male sheep, less than 1 year old (Shemot 12:5).

הצורה השלמה של החירות באה בהיותה נכרכת עם העבדות, שאז ימצא האדם בנפשו השלטון 
הגמור הראוי לבן חורין באמת, המושל גם כן על הגדול שבכחות שהוא כח החירות עצמו.

In memory of Shalom Vahav, a”h

The Seder Companion
edited by Rabbi Michael Teitcher, Kollel Fellow
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A QUESTIONING FAITH
by Rabbi Reuven Brand, Rosh Kollel

The Pesach Seder presents a paradox.    
On one hand, the Seder is all about 
questions and questioning. We ask four 
questions in our Ma Nishtana, we describe 
the questions of the four sons, and we 
engage our children in an attempt to coax 
them to question. 

On the other hand, the Seder is all about 
faith. As Ramban (13th c. Spain) explains 
in his commentary on the Torah (Shemot 
13:16), the exodus was meant to teach the 
Jewish people and the world the 
fundamentals of faith. The miraculous 
events in Egypt demonstrated G-d's 
mastery over creation, His involvement in 
our world and His choice of the Jewish 
people as His Nation.  Each year we relive 
the journey out of Egypt in our own lives 
in order to inculcate this deep-rooted 
faith within ourselves and the next 
generation through a magical, experiential 
evening of learning we term the Seder.    
The Matzah itself, a centerpiece of our 
Seder meal, is referred to by the Zohar as 
“bread of faith.” How  can these two 
perspectives, of questioning and faith, 
coexist in the same religious experience? 

The answer is that these are not 
paradoxical, but rather complementary 
feelings and perspectives. As Jews, we are 
i n s t r u c t e d a n d e n c o u r a g e d t o 
simultaneously engage in questioning, 
while still remaining firm in our faith.    

Our curiosity - our pursuit of truth and 
understanding - enables us to further our 
relationship and deepen our connection 
with Hashem.  The dialectic of question 
and answer, essential to the seder, results 
in greater clarity and understanding of the 
faith and tradition that we hold dear.

This is expressed in the type of questions 
we ask at the Seder - the “what” 
questions. Our tradition and the editor of 
the Haggadah encourage us to constantly 
ask “mah”- what. What is different about 
this night from other nights? What is this 
service? We understand that the key 
question for the Jew  is what, not why. As to 
why we experienced the slavery in Egypt 
and the reason why various puzzling 

phenomena exist in the world, we do not 
offer an answer. We accept that these why 
questions are insoluble in our finite, 
human world. We have faith in G-d and 
His plan for the universe as a whole and 
each individual in particular. Our mandate 
is to pursue the what questions, seeking to 
understand our purpose in this world that 
Hashem created. Our primary question is: 
what tools has Hashem given me and 
what   will I do to shape my destiny?

Each year we journey from Egypt with a 
renewed sense of faith in our Creator and 
a profound curiosity of what our spiritual 
destiny will be for the coming year. 

Mitzvot of the Seder
The following are halachic guidelines for 

proper fulfillment of the unique mitzvot 

of the seder. Men and women alike are 

obligated in these mitzvot.  Matzah and 

the 4 cups of wine should be fulfilled 

while reclining on one’s left side.

4 Cups of Wine: Undiluted wine is 

preferable. If one cannot use wine for 

health reasons, grape juice may be 

substituted. If one must dilute the grape 

juice, the dilution may not exceed 2/3 

water to 1/3 grape juice.

Matzah: Is eaten at 3 points during the 

seder: Motzi-matzah, Korech, and 

Afikomen. One who cannot eat matzah 

for health reasons can use shmurah 

matzah-meal (1.5 fl oz for Motzi-matzah, 

and 1.1 fl oz. for Korech). One who 

cannot eat either should consult his or 

her rabbi. 

KIDS KORNER
by Rabbi Noah Baron, Kollel Fellow

Seder Riddles

1) During makkat bechorot, why did 
the first-born animals also die?

2) During makkat bechorot the 
Egyptian dogs did not bark at the 
Jews. What was the dogs’ reward 
for not barking?

3) What kind of animal was used 
for the korban Pesach?

Required Measurements
from the CRC

4 cups of wine       	
   3.3 fl oz/cup
Matzah (should be shmurah)
     Motzi-matzah                 6.25x7 in.
     Korech                           	
   6x4 in.
     Afikomen                      6.25x7 in.
Maror (if pure horseradish)	

     Al achilat maror                 1.1 fl oz.
     Korech                           0.7 fl oz.
Maror (if romaine lettuce)
     Al achilat maror                8x10 in.
    Korech                             8x10 in.

Maror: Bottled horseradish does not 

fulfill the mitzvah of maror. Romaine 

lettuce must be properly washed. 

See the CRC guide for details.

Quick reference halachic guide - from the CRC

Answers to riddles on bottom of page 1.
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