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Recitation of Hallel on

Yom Ha'Atzma'ut?
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Yom Ha'Atzma'ut is Israel’s Independence Day. It is celebrated every year on the fifth day of
Iyar, corresponding to the Hebrew date of the declaration of independence and the foundation
of the State of Israel on the fifth of Iyar, 5708 (May 14, 1948). One of the observances practiced
on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut is the recitation of Hallel. In this article we will discuss the various opinions
regarding whether one should recite a beracha on the recitation of Hallel on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut.

In order to analyze whether one should recite a beracha of Hallel, one must first determine the
initial impetus to recite Hallel. We will present three different approaches to why Hallel should
be recited and then analyze whether a beracha is applicable based on each approach.

Yom Ha'Atzma'ut as a Day of Savior from Persecution

R. Menachem Y. Ushpizai (former Chief Rabbi of Ramat Gan), in Ohr HaMizrach (Vol 36, pp.
241-247), suggests that the Hallel recited on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut is similar to the requirement to
recite Hallel on Chanukah. The Gemara states:

Our Rabbis taught: Who uttered this Hallel? R. | 971 91998 27 17K "1 77 997 1327 1N
Eleazar said: Moses and Israel uttered it when 0% 5y 1TAVY VL2 1NKR ORI Swn
they stood by the [Red] Sea ... But the Sages PN TPPAY ORI oMK MM .
maintain: The prophets among them enacted 575 95 9Y IMR DR APY SRwH o

that the Israelites should.recite at every epoch and Dby Xan KW A% 7% 99 Y1 pao)
at every trouble — may it not come to them! —
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and when they are redeemed, they recite it [in
thankfulness] for their delivery.

Pesachim 117a (Soncino Translation)

This phrase is a euphemism. It is meant to say
that if G-d forbid, the Jewish People are in danger
and they are saved from it, we say Hallel on the
redemption, for example, Chanukah.

Rashi, ad loc., s.v. VAl
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According to the opinion of Chachamim (the sages), one recites Hallel on each of the holidays

and when persecution of the Jewish People is prevented. Rashi specifically gives Chanukah as an

example of Hallel that is recited for the prevention of persecution. R. Ushpiziai notes that the

Israeli Declaration of Independence also constitutes a prevention of persecution. Although the

War of Independence began immediately after the Declaration of Independence, the

establishing of the State of Israel enabled Jews from all over the world to come to Israel to escape

persecution.

Nevertheless, there is a difficulty in comparing Yom Ha'Atzma'ut to Chanukah, based on the

comments of Tosafot:

For even a community that does not comprise all of
Israel is considered an "individual” for it is stated in
Arvei Pesachim (the tenth chapter of Pesachim),
'the prophets [uttered it and] enacted that the
Israelites should recite at every epoch and at every
trouble — may it not come to them! — and when
they are redeemed, they recite it [in thankfulness]
for their deliver.” For this reason, the term
"individual” is used because if the entire Jewish
People [is not included in the miracle] one does not
complete Hallel, unless it is one of the days listed
[in the Beraita]. However, if the entire Jewish
People is redeemed, we certainly recite Hallel.
Tosafot Sukkah 44b s.v. Kan
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According to Tosafot, the obligation to recite Hallel in response to prevention of persecution

only applies when the threat is against the entire Jewish People. If only a portion of the Jewish

People is threatened, even those who were threatened do not have an obligation to recite Hallel

when they are saved.

A further difficulty arises according to Meiri:
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Any individual who experienced trouble and was redeemed 71277 DRAN 79X WNYITRY T 9

from it is permitted to establish [recitation of] Hallel for himself | D1 WMIX2 1MX¥? 957 312p7 "X

on that day each year, but he does not recite a beracha on it. 191 T9Y T WRY ROX MW 923

This is the law for each community. This is the principle of the | 110 i1 72 MAX1 MX 22 77

prophets that one should recite Hallel on every trouble that they T T 9D 7Y TMND NI
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are redeemed from. S _—

Meiri Pesachim 117a i el

According to Meiri, if an individual or a congregation is saved from a threat, one may recite
Hallel. However, Meiri rules that when an individual or a congregation is saved from a threat,
one may not recite a beracha on that Hallel. R. Chaim Y.D. Azulai, Chaim She'al 2:11, notes the
opinion of Tosafot and Meiri and states that there is no obligation to recite Hallel when a
portion of the Jewish People is saved from persecution and if one does recite Hallel, it should be
recited without a beracha.

R. Chaim Dovid HaLevi, Dat UMedinah (pp. 99-102), notes that at the time of the initial
institution of Yom Ha'Atzma'ut, the two chief rabbis of Israel, Rabbi Isaac Herzog and R. Ben-
Tzion Uziel, ruled that one should not recite a beracha on Hallel on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut. R. Chaim
D. HaLevi suggests that their ruling is based on the comments of R. Azulai. R. Ovadia Yosef,
Yabia Omer, Orach Chaim 6:41, also rules that one should recite Hallel on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut
without a beracha based on the comments of R. Azulai. Neverthteless, R. Ushpizai contends that
the limitation of Tosafot and Meiri only applies to an event in the Diaspora. If the redemption
occurs in Israel, even if a portion of the Jewish People is saved, one recites Hallel with a beracha.

Yom Ha'Atzma'utasa Yom Tov

R. Meshulam Roth, Kol Mevaser 1:21, suggests that the basis for reciting Hallel with a beracha on
Yom Ha'Atzma'ut is based on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut's status as a Yom Tov (holiday). R. Moshe
Alashkar, in his responsa, no. 49, rules that a community can institute a holiday similar to Purim
in response to a miracle that helped save the community. R. Alashkar's comments are codified
by Magen Avraham 686:5S, and subsequently by Mishna Berurah 686:8. R. Moshe Sofer, Chatam
Sofer, Orach Chaim no. 191, includes Hallel as part of the celebrations of this Yom Tov.

Nevertheless, Chatam Sofer only allows institution of a holiday when the nature of the
redemption is one where a communal life-threatening situation is removed. If the redemption is
one where freedom is achieved and no lives were threatened, one cannot institute a new Yom
Tov. Furthermore, Chatam Sofer only allows for such an institution on a communal level. He
does not allow a holiday to be instituted on a national level.
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R. Roth considers Yom Ha'Atzma'ut as day of redemption from a life-threatening situation as
well as a redemption of freedom. Therefore, he rules that one should recite Hallel with a
beracha.

There are a number of questions that R. Roth does not address. First, he does not explain why
he does not follow Chatam Sofer's requirement that a national holiday cannot be instituted.
Second, R. Roth does not explain why the fifth of Iyar specifically was a day that an immediate
threat to Jewish life was removed. Ostensibly, the only redemptive element was freedom. If so,
how can one establish a new holiday and recite Hallel? Third, R. Azulai, op. cit., notes that
Rambam was once in a life-threatening situation and was saved. As aresult, he instituted a
holiday for his family, but he did not recite Hallel. This shows that minimally, there is a dispute
whether one should recite Hallel on a newly ordained Yom Tov. Shouldn't one apply the
principle of safek berachot I'hakel (one should be lenient on matters of doubt regarding berachot)
to the question of reciting a beracha on Hallel when a new holiday is instituted?

R. Ovadia Yosef, op. cit., in addressing the question of whether to recite a beracha on Hallel on
Yom Ha'Atzma'ut does not directly address R. Roth's position. His implicit rejection of R. Roth's
position may be due to any of the three questions presented above.

Yom Ha'Atzma'ut as the Atchalta D'Geulah

R. Chaim D. HaLevi, op. cit., posits that one may recite a beracha on Hallel on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut
based on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut's status as the atchalta d’geulah, the beginning of the Ultimate
Redemption. He notes that even R. Azulai would agree that an event that represents a step in
the rebuilding of the Beit HaMikdash warrants reciting Hallel with a beracha.

R. Ovadia Yosef, op. cit., questions this approach (without directly citing R. Chaim D. HaLevi's
opinion) based on a statement of the Talmud Yerushalmi:

It is stated 'When men let their hair grow in Israel, 971092 YR NYAD YVIN93 2000
when the leaders of the people offer themselves willingly, WYTPAWD Oy WK 127107 71002 av
bless G-d’ the leaders of the people offer themselves- TR AN 0°0°] 095 WY XI5 712
when the Almighty provides miracles for you, you RPIW XN N9 A 0N W

should recite songs of praise. One can object: What

about the redemption from Egypt? That is different

because that was the beginning of the redemption.
Talmud Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:6
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The Talmud Yerushalmi states that when the Jewish People left Egypt they did not recite shirah
(song, the Talmud Yerushalmi's equivalent of Hallel) because it was only the beginning of the
redemption.
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P’nei Moshe explains:

The exodus from Egypt [was different] because that was | nSan ROJW 09X DRV -R7 RO
the beginning of the redemption. This is to say that at | x5x 7 K9 NORT 919 NN
that point it was only the beginning of the redemption 2y 5735 ORI ROW T9IRNT RNOTNR
because they were not completely redeemed until the ' WM 2°NDTD 4% O°XAT WRWY
Egyptians drowned in the Sea as it states 'G-d saved the 29w DORYA TN DR DR K10 212

]erfh P(.aople from the hands of the Egyptians on that AR DTS wan Wwu K5 oro
day," until that day they were not actually saved and on oy

that day they said songs of praise.
yney & fP NI 7' oW TR o1

P'nei Moshe ad loc., s.v. Sh'nia

R. Ovadia Yosef notes that the comments of the Talmud Yerushalmi indicate that an event that
is considered an atchalta d’geulah does not obligate one to recite Hallel.

R. Hershel Schachter, B'Tkvei HaTzon no. 32 notes that the concept of atchalta d'geulah is
significant in the context of the discussion of establishing a holiday on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut. As we
mentioned above, Chatam Sofer's opinion is that one cannot establish a holiday for the entire
Jewish People. R. Schachter notes that according to R. Ya'akov of Lisa, one can establish a
holiday for the entire Jewish People to commemorate an event that is considered an atchalta
d'geulah. R. Schachter rules that in such a situation, recitation of Hallel is optional. [He does not
address the issue of whether one should recite a beracha.] Rabbi Schachter himself is an active
participant in the Hallel said in the morning services in the Main Beit Midrash of Yeshiva
University.

Summary

In this issue, we presented three different approaches mentioned by contemporary authorities to
recite Hallel on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut with a beracha. We also presented various objections to these
approaches. Asa matter of practical Halacha, prominent Poskim have taken both sides of the
issue, including members of the Chief Rabbinate. What is clear from this discussion is that
whether one recites a beracha or not is not a reflection of his or her commitment to the State of
Israel. However, everyone agrees that on Yom Ha'Atzma'ut, it is important to recognize the
miracles that occurred and the gift that were given from the Almighty in the creation of the
modern State of Israel.
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