V. Facebook and Friendship

Introduction
missoOld school.

MySpace. Facebook. YouTube- these are the some of the latest sites to revolutionize
our social world. They present the possibility of connecting with more people than
ever would have been possible before, and of finding people who share our
interests whom we never would have otherwise found. They have changed the way
we make friends, maintain friendships, and even what the word ‘friend’ means.

This program is not for people who are just content to go along with the latest fad, or for
people who are just content to rebel against it. It's fOI" people who like

asking QUCSﬁOﬂS, who like really thinking about the decisions they make,
rather than just going along with the crowd, or just going against it.

What is the value of a site like Facebook? What does it dO fOf‘ my life? Does it
enhance it?

What do fr'iendships mean in the Facebook era? What can | expect from these
friendships? What should I try to get out of them? What elements of friendship are
satisfied by the Facebook world, and for what do | need to look elsewhere?

Do people create profiles to present who they really are, or to present an image of
themselves other people will like? How much do we change ourselves to

accommodate others? How much should we?

How much of ourselves should we be putting out for the world to see, or for others to
see? Should we be keeping parts of ourselves private? Or is it healthier to be
interested in sharing your life with anyone who might be reading your profile?

These are the questions that you will explore through the course of this program, as you
learn through sources which will frame and deepen your conversation. The sources
are divided into 4 sections:

v' Section 1: Facebook: The Model for Matan Torah?
The value of the Facebook model from a Jewish perspective.

v' Section 2: What are Friends for?
What is the meaning and function of friendship and how far do these sites go in
providing that meaning?

v' Section 3: Who Defines YourSpace?
How much do we take other people into account when creating our profile and our
identity, and how much should we?

v' Section 4: An Open (Face)Book?
Exploring the balance between sharing with friends and maintaining our own
dignity and personal space.
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V. Facebook and Friendship

. Facebook: a Model for Matan Torah?

What's fun about Facebook and similar sites is the way we’re able to bring different
parts of ourselves together in one location. We have our profile, where we describe
the unique individuals we are. We have our groups, where we can meet people with
common interests. And we can communicate and connect with all of our friends.

Receiving the Torah and making it our own also involved bringing together all those
aspects of who we are...
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And all the nation sees the voices and the flames and sound of the
] Events shofar and the mountain smoking, and the nation saw and trembled
£1) posted tems and stood from afar.

Friend List Complete?
Find all of your friends. Shemot 20:14
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How did the voice go out? To each and every Jew according to their
particular strength- old people according to their strength, young
men according to their strength, children according to their strength,
infants according to their strength, women according to their
strength, and this is what is written ‘The voice of God is in strength’-
it does not say ‘in His strength’, rather only ‘in strength’, that is to say,
according to the strength of each and every person

Shemot Rabba 5

Profile: How was the giving of the Torah catered to each person’s unique
profile?
Why do you think the Torah was given in this way?
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The word ‘hasket’ implies: Make yourselves into groups [kittoth] to
study the Torah, since the knowledge of the Torah can be acquired
only in association with others, as stated by R. Jose b. Hanina; for R.
Jose b. Hanina said: What is the meaning of the text, A sword is upon
the boasters [baddim] and they shall become fools? A sword is upon
the enemies of the disciples of the wise who sit separately [bad
bebad] and study the Torah. What is more, they become stupid. It is
written here, ‘and they shall become fools’, and it is written
elsewhere, For that we have done foolishly. What is more, they are
sinners, as it says, and we have sinned.

Friend List Complete?
Find &ll of your friends.

Brachot 63b
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‘Masters of gatherings’- this refers to the Sages who sit in groups and
learn Torah, these declare something impure, and these declare it
pure, these declare it forbidden and these declare it permitted, these
declare something unfit and other declare it kosher.

Chagiga 3b

Groups: What's the role of groups in acquiring the Torah? How are the groups
formed? What is their relationship to the other groups?

How does this relate to the previous source? Who cares if there are groups, if
everyone is just receiving the Torah in a way unique to who they are?
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Friend List Complete?

Find al of your friends. Torah is greater than priesthood or kingship, since kingship is acquired

by virtue of 30 attributes, priesthood by virtue of 24, and Torah is
acquired by virtue of 48 things...through attachment to friends.

Pirkei Avot 6:5

Friends: Why is attachment to friends an important element of acquiring the
Torah? Is this the same message as the above source about groups? Is there a
difference between ‘Friends’ and ‘Groups’?

Can you think of a Biblical or Rabbinic support for this statement?
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And they traveled from Refidim and they came to the Sinai Desert, and
they encamped in the desert and Israel encamped there opposite the
mountain.

Shemot 19:2
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And Israel encamped there- as one man with one heart, whereas all
their other encampments were with disagreements and arguments.

Rashi Ad.Loc.

So, does accepting Torah happen as individuals, or as a group? What do these
sources suggest? How does this bring together the ideas learned above?
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When there is peace amongst Israel, the Divine Presence rests among
them, since the sum of the souls of Israel is 600,000, and there are
600,000 letters in the Torah, since the root of the soul of every single
Jew lies in one letter of the Torah (and this is hinted to by the word
‘Yisrael’, because the Torah finishes with the word Yisrael, which is an
anagram for ‘Yesh Shishim Ribo Otiot Latorah’ (there are 600,000
letters in the Torah). Therefore, when there is peace amongst them,
and love and brotherhood and friendship, they are able to accept the
Torah, because through the connection there is amongst them, the
Torah is made whole, and it becomes easy for each person to connect
themselves to their root in the Torah. Therefore, at the time of the
giving of the Torah, when they encamped as with one heart in love
and brotherhood, as Rashi explains, because of this they merited to
accept the Torah and for the revelation of the Divine Presence to
them, face to face.

Maor VaShemesh (Kalonymus Kalman Epstein 1754-1823)
Rimzei Shavuot s.v. Bachodesh

What do you think it means that by their connecting with each other, the
Torah becomes complete? What does interconnectedness have to do with
the wholeness of Torah?

What do you think it means that peace, love, brotherhood, and friendship
makes it easier for each person to connect to their root in the Torah?

What do the above sources suggest to you about the value of connecting
with other people? About the value of forming groups? About the value of
appreciating a person’s unique abilities?

Discuss whether Facebook, or sites like it, are a good way to apply those
values.
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V. Facebook and Friendship

I1. What Are Friends For?

Add Friend

You are about to add Rabbi Yoshua Ben Hananya as a

friend.
We will then notify Rabbi, who will have to confirm
& that you are friends.

[ add = personal message |

Add Rabbi as Your Friend Cancel

What is a friend? Are Rabbi Yoshua Ben Hananya and | really friends? What
does friendship mean? Has its meaning changed? What do we look for in in
our friendships?

With A Little Help From My Friends

The Beatles
© Joe Cocker

Do you need anybody?
| just need someone to love.
Could it be anybody?
I want somebody to love.
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R. Johanan said: This righteous man [Honi] was throughout the whole of his
life troubled about the meaning of the verse, A Song of Ascents, When the Lord
brought back those that returned to Zion, we were like unto them that
dream.11 Is it possible for a man to dream continuously for seventy years? One
day he was journeying on the road and he saw a man planting a carob tree; he
asked him, How long does it take [for this tree] to bear fruit? The man replied:
Seventy years...

Honi sat down to have a meal and sleep overcame him. As he
slept a rocky formation enclosed upon him which hid him from sight and he
continued to sleep for seventy years. When he awoke he saw a man gathering
the fruit of the carob tree and he asked him, Are you the man who planted the
tree? The man replied: | am his grandson. Thereupon he exclaimed: It is clear
that | slept for seventy years. He then caught sight of his ass who had given
birth to several generations of mules; and he returned home. He there
enquired, Is the son of Honi the Circle-Drawer still alive? The people answered
him, His son is no more, but his grandson is still living. Thereupon he said to
them: I am Honi the Circle-Drawer, but no one would believe him. He then
repaired to the Beth Hamidrash and there he overheard the scholars say, The
law is as clear to us as in the days of Honi the Circle-Drawer, for whenever he
came to the Beth Hamidrash he would settle for the scholars any difficulty that
they had. Whereupon he called out, | am he; but the scholars would not believe
him nor did they give him the honour due to him. This hurt him greatly and he
prayed [for death] and he died. Raba said: Hence the saying, Either
companionship or death.

Taanit 23a

Why is friendship so important? Why did Honi, and the Beatles, need it so much?
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V. Facebook and Friendship

Lean on Me
Al Green

Lean on me, when your not strong, and I'll be your friend,
I'll help you carry on. For it won't be long, 'till I'm gonna need
somebody to lean on.

You just call on your brother, when you need a hand, we all
need somebody to lean on. | just might have a problem that
you'll understand. We all need someone to lean on

If, there is a load, that you have to bear, that you can't carry,
I'm right up the road, I'll share your load, if you just call me.
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Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their
labour .For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him
that is alone when he falleth, and hath not another to lift him up .
Again, if two lie together, then they have warmth; but how can one be
warm alone ?And if a man prevail against him that is alone, two shall
withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken .
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‘Two are better than one’- Two who are involved in learning Torah are
betten than one learning by himself, for if one falls, the other can fill
him in, if one forgets the halacha, his friend can remind him.

‘Two are better than one’- two who deal in business together, for if
one falls, his friends will get him back on his feet.

What is the purpose of friendship according to the above
mekorot? How does the song relate to what is expressed in
Kohelet?
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STAND BY ME

© Ben E. King
When the night has come
And the land is gone
And the moon is the only light we'll see
I won't be afraid,no | won't be afraid
Just as long as you stand, stand by me
Chorus:
*
So Darlin, darlin, stand by me
Whoa, stand by me
Oh, stand, stand by me
*

If the sky we look upon, should tumble and fall
And the mountains should crumble to the sea
I won't cry, | won't cry

No | won't, shed a tear

Just as long as you stand, stand by me

How is the model of friendship in ‘Stand By Me’ different than the one in
‘Lean on Me’? What is the role of the friend in both?
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This is the way of absolute love, which comes purely from the
person loved, for a love that is for some purpose for the lover is
like the love that people have for animals for the function they get
out of them, and the love on account of being protected from harm
is like a man’s love for dogs because of their guarding him from
harm. But true love is when the person loves only because of that
person who is loved in and of themselves, without any other
purpose in their heart other than doing the will of the person
loved, and for no other reason.

Sefer Ha-lkkarim (R. Yosef Albo) 3:36

Is there always an ulterior motive to friendship? How can we develop
relationships that are based upon the unique qualities of each
individual? Do websites lend themselves to developing these kinds of
relationships or are they better for developing need-based
relationships?
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[11. Who Defines YourSpace?

¥ The wall
Displaying 10 of 364 wall posts. Wall-to-wall | See al

Write something...

Bob (Jocks U) wrote
at 3:08pm on 4 Sivan, 5767

Hey. Do u realize that rob is on ur friends list?
What’s wrong with u man? He’s a computer
nerd..do u want other ppl to think u are 2?

Rob (MIT) wrote
At 3:09 pm on 4 Sivan, 5767

| was just thinking the same thing, in a
contrapositive kind of way. How can u have bob
on ur friends list? Do u think ur a football player
w a peanut sized brain? Who are u man? WHO
ARE U?

“The best thing that anybody ever said to me is that you’re only as good as
the people you associate with. Look at the five friends that you spend the
most time with—that’s who you are.”

- Rapper/actor Will Smith, Teen People, August 2004, p. 102.

Is he right? How much do your friends define you? How much do you
define yourself for the sake of friends’ approval? When you create your
profile, are you putting out what best defines you, or what you think other
people will approve of - or some mixture of the two?
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The positive commandment of ‘Loving your neighbor as yourself’ not
only obligates one to love others, it also obligates one to be loved, since
it is in the nature of Love that everyone who loves also yearns to be
loved, and so also the striving to be loved becomes part of love.

Pachad Yitzchak (R. Yitzchak Hutner, 1906-1980),
Shavuot, Maamar 15:2

The Pachad Yitzchak says that it’s in people’s nature that if they love,
they also want love in return- they want the other person to like them.
Do you agree? How do you think this desire affects people?
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He used to say: any person who other people are happy with and
accept, God also is happy and accepts that person.

Avot 3:10

Do you agree with this statement? Why is it important for
other people to be happy with you? Who cares? Shouldn’t
you just be yourself? Why is this such a big deal?

Do you think you present yourself differently to different
types of people? How? Should you change who you are in
order to please other people? How do you balance being
true to yourself while still being sensitive to how other
people perceive you?
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What it's worthy for man to pursue is wholeness that comes from
within- in the end the name and honor will come. A person who is
pulled after making a name for himself, and his whole purpose
becomes getting a good name for its own sake, not only will he not
make the name for himself that he wants to, but also the good name
that he had before will be lost, and this is the meaning of ‘one who
seeks a name will lose his name’. It should have said- one who seeks a
name will lose a hame, or one who seeks his name will lose his name,
but it changed the language (to- ‘one who seeks a name will lose his
name) to hint to this intention (that he will lose his previous good
name).

Pirkei Moshe on Avot, 1

Pirkei Moshe suggests that trying to be popular and not being true to
oneself can backfire. Do you agree? How do you strike a balance? Should
you be at all concerned with other people liking you? What about the
Mishna we saw? Are there positive values to being concerned with what
others think of you?
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‘Acquire for yourself a friend’- this acquiring is the yearning for the
great benefit that comes from a friend, and it says that you should
subject your character to the character of your friend. And this is
because it is known that people’s nature and temperaments are all
different, so that you can find one who hates what the other loves in
matters of sleeping or eating, and so it's hard to find two friends who
agree on any issue, as Shlomo, of blessed memory, hinted (Kohelet 4)
‘Two are better than one when they have a good reward for their work’.
It would have been more appropriate to say ‘for their friendship’ but he
said it the way he did to point to the work involved in being someone’s
friend, and he said that when this friendship results in a good reward
for their work, the success of a person’s soul, it is good, because the
loss is made up for by the gain.

Yaavetz on Avot (R. Yaakov Emden, 1697-1776) 1:6

Yaavetz takes the opposite extreme from the Pirkei Moshe. He
suggests that acquiring a friend means giving up on your own
character traits and adopting theirs. What could be the benefit of
doing this? What would be times when you’d want to do this?
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Rebbe says: What is the straight path that a person should choose?
Anything which brings glory to the one who does it, and glory for him
from others.

Avot 2:1

How can you strike the balance of Rebbe? How do you see yourself striking
it in your own life? How would you apply this to your online personality?
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V. An Open (Face)Book?

Profile edit Friends v MNetworks v Inbox

home account privacy logout

Search v Zﬁﬂé My Notes El Notes v

s I votes about Me

D Motes
1 Groups Displaying the only note by you.
B Events Notes Settings:
#]] Posted Items Worst Night You are not importing notes
11:22am Today | EditMote | Delete from an external blog.
Find Friends Import a blog »
Friend your address book. Man, that was totally awful. i had the worst fight with my parents last night, and i am Anyone who can see your notes
in s0 much trouble now, i just don't know what to do with myself, they almost threw can post comments,
me out of the house..instead i just walked out...oh man oh man..i don't know what to Edit notes privacy »
do about all this
Mobile Uploads.
Write notes from
your phone.,
Subscribe to these Notes:
Rabbi D (JHS) wrote My Notes
at 4:12pm on 4 Sivan, 5767 Subscription Help »

| just read your post, and | want you to know
that, as your teacher and rabbi, I'm here for you
if you want help. I'm sorry you're going thru
such a hard time. Let me know if there’s any
way | can help

Hamish (JHS) wrote
At 4:13 pm on 4 Sivan, 5767

Hey- that was private! Who do u think u are
invading my privacy?!!!U have no right to read
my posts- this isn’t school. R u spying on me to
make sure I'm not doing anything bad???

®

Was this a violation of Hamish’s privacy? Or should
Hamish not be sharing this kind of info in a public forum?
What kind of balance should people strike between privacy
and sharing?
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‘And acquire for yourself a friend’- How? This teaches that someone should
acquire a friend for himself to eat with and drink with and read and learn
with and live with and he should reveal all his secrets to him, secrets of
Torah and secrets about life.

Avot DeRabbi Natan 1:8
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The third [thing a person needs a friend for] is to take him to help him and
inform him regarding all of his issues, and to take advice from, and to be a
confidante, since he is in a covenant with him. He won't reveal his secrets
to anyone else so that they can mess up his plans, and not even to people
who appear as his friends...

Rabeinu Yonah, Avot 1:6
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A friend for security is when a person has a friend that he can trust his
soul with, he won’t hold back anything in action or speech, and will reveal
to him all of his issues, the nice ones and not-so-nice ones, without
worrying that he will judge him as deficient because of any of these things.
If a person attains a ‘security friend’ to this extent, he will find great
tranquility in talking to him and in his friendship.

Rambam’s Peirush on the Mishna, Avot 1

What goes into choosing your confidante? Who do you share very private
information with? Who won't you share it with? Are there things you
should keep private from anyone? Are there things that should be shared,
even if they are personal?

Shavuot-To-Go 5767 / 2007
www.yutorah.org

49



V. Facebook and Friendship

Shavuot-To-Go 5767 / 2007 50
www.yutorah.org



V. Facebook and Friendship

ONY IMINY DINND 172N PAY 1AW NPAY NYINY ONY PYV W11 0273 DTNV WD 91T NIY

NN NON TN PN ININHDN 9, DNINNI Y DN 2N TI) T2 12 XMIUY MN1997 XNINVN DINN

DTN IV MY DNNIN OI2T NN, NYIN RI PYY NDIN ININIY 170 INDWN PN PYWI
092 DX D NN DNINNYY T IINY DDIAY I INN DIPNY DTN PAY MY HIN 1PIND

7:3 Hvn 07309

It's very praiseworthy for someone repenting to admit their sins in public and
reveal his interpersonal sins to others and to tell them, | sinned against so and so
and did this and that, and from this day I repent and regret what | did. Anyone who
is too proud and won’t admit, but rather conceals his sins, his repentance is not
complete, as it says ‘One who covers his sins will not succeed’. This is said regarding
sins between man and his fellow, but sins between man and God he doesn’t have to
publicize and it’s considered brazen to do this.

Rambam, Laws of Repentance 2:5

How do you draw the line between things that should be shared, and things that are
inappropriate to share? Why do people share private information? Just to brag? To
get attention? To get help? How can you tell the difference?

Similarly, this is the way I, as a human being created in the divine Image, must
conduct myself. To a certain extent | communicate. | reveal myself to my friend
and my friend reveals himself to me. But there is a limit beyond which no one may
pass, and that is my very self-hood. My self is sacred and dignified, in the sense of
being the source and guarantor of my dignity, and therefore it is private. So,
tzeniut means respect for the inviolability of the personal privacy of the individual,
whether oneself or another, which is another way of saying that tzeniut is a respect
for the integrity of one's ego, of one's very self.

Man, in the understanding of Judaism is fundamentally inscrutable; as much as
you know about him, you never know everything about him. Man, according to
Torah, possesses not only natura, not only his natural self that can be weighed and
measured, but also personae. The word originally meant a mask, because it
symbolizes that aspect of man that is secret, concealed from public view,
altogether private... Not only is man a mystery, but he should be a mystery. You
are obliged to enhance and cherish and develop a sense of self which you will be
able to respect. The respect will come when you are happy with that self even
though no one else knows about it, no one else confirms it, no one else validates it,
indeed, no one else comes within distance of it... In a healthy human being,
revelation and communication are balanced in that vital core that remains free
and undetermined--the center of personality that has clearly defined boundaries
of selfhood.
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm
Tzeniut, A Universal Concept
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At what point can sharing information violate a person’s dignity?
Is there a difference if the person is doing it to himself, or if
someone else is revealing the information? To what extent can a
person choose to waive his or her own sense of dignity?

What information is important to your own sense of self? What
kinds of things do you feel are your business alone? What kinds of
things are you content knowing for yourself, without feeling a need
to share with others? What things do you feel a need to share with
others — and why?
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