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I. Some Background
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events leading 1o this tragedy give us
pee of the terrible persecution which
i our ancestors in those dark times.

ench king, Louis 1X (1226-1270), was a
gious zealot. so much so, in fact, that
“himself the title of Saint Louis. His
ver, did not extend to his Jewish
painst whom he enacted many harsh
natory laws. The king's pious zeal
tself most clearly in the favor he
ap who abandoned Judaism.
1g¢ conversion, the king himself would

their baptisms.
s Donin of La Rochelle was an apostate
Bpecially vicious in his hatred for his
ionists. and who caused the forced
Jews of Anjou and Poitlers. Five
from these cities surrendered

eed that the bulwark of Firm Jewish
holy Talmud, the repository of our
teachings. He feit that if he could
almud he could easily eradicate the
end. he wen! to Pope Gregory IX in
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their defense of the Talmud, the official verdict
against them was a foregone conclusion. The
Talmud would have been immediately consigned
to the flames if not for the lone staunch ally the
Jews had amongst the churchmen, the bishop of
Sens (Shantz), whose arguments and pleas
averted any evil decree for one year. At the year's
end. while the good bishop was standing in the
presence of King Louis, he suddenly convulsed
and died in a most grotesque fashion. The
anti-Semitic priests convinced the gullible king
that this was actually an act of Divine retribution
#gainst the bishop for his heresy in defending the
blasphemous Talmud. A tribunal of church elders
condemned the Talmud to be burnt. Their agents
eagerly searched and confiscated over 1200
manuscripts of the Talmud and commentaries
We must bear in mind that this occurred two
centuries before the invention of the printing
press. Each one of these volumes was a handwrit-
ten manuscript which took months, even years 1o
write, at tremendous effort and expense. More-
over, many of the more recent works such as
novellse by the Tosafists of France and their
correspondence and halachic decisions were
transcribed only in a limited number of copies
and would be lost forever.

R’ Yechiel recognized that this tragedy threa:-
ened the very survival of the French Jewish
community. He therefore recorded the proceed-
ings of his disputation in a work called simply
mon, [Vikwach] Makas- 40 < . 5

Yam Shel Shlomo Gittin 4:36

I have heard about the Maharam Rothenberg that was

captured in a prison for many years and the community
wanted to ransom him and he didn't allow them because he
claimed that one could not ransom captives for more than
their worth and I don't understand because he was a great
Talmud Chacham ...

Certainly, he must have felt that if they redeem him there
would be a concern that they would keep doing this to all of
the leaders of the generation until there was no money
left...

I heard as well that they had thoughts of arresting the
Rosh, his student, as well, and he found out and he ran to
Toledo.
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Rosh Gittin 4:44

There was no fakana on a Talmud Chacham that was
captured as we learn that Rabbi Yehoshua redeemed a
captive child for a lot of money for he saw that he was

sharp and it was possible for him to become a great man.

How much more so for someone who is already.

Dr.Irving Agus: Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg p. 149

HIS LATER LIFE
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Rudolph, on the other hand, wanted to emphasize his right
to tax the Jews and to force them into accepting their new °

status_as real Kammer

demanded the

promised amount as a tax, and not as a payment folr s royal
favor. Were Rudolph to refease R. Meir after receiving the

money from the Jews, such money would appear to be received

in payment for R. Meir's release, and not as the payment of a
direct fevy. Rudolph therefore fefused to release R. Meir and
to help the Jews of Boppard and Dberwessel, in order to empha-
size the fact that the money he had collected was in payment

of a direct tax ppon the Jews.

Ethical Will of Rav Yehuda Ben Asher
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II. Toledo
Why Toledo?
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Important works in Spain, Ibid. 117,118, 121

It is historical fact that nearly all anco’(}chn:gi_arn‘_ _rabbis trom the begin-

ning of the cleventh centary antil the end of the thirteenth, excluding Maha-
ram of Rotenberg, did not attach a permanent valug to the many responsa they
" wrote or received. Notone of them, with the singlc cxception of the carly—clev-
enth-century R. Judah ha-Kohen of Mayence, author of Sefer ka-Dinim, lcft
an organized collection of his own responsa, nor was such a collection kept by
a devoted student. Even first-class halakhic figures, such as Rabbenu Gershom
Mc’or ha-Golah, Rashi and his three rabbis (as well as his famous grandsons),
and the outstanding Rabbenu Tam—or, for that marter, Ri ha-Zaken, Rash of
Sens, Ritba, and the many other major Tosafisss—never took the trouble to
gather their own responsa and hand them over to their pupils for the benefir
of later generations. Modern scholarship has to go through the infinite rask of
carctully reading and collating many antique manuscripts in order to identify
whole or fragmentary responsa quoted in secondary and tertiary literary

sources. We do not yet possess a satisfactory edition for any of these great
sages—not even for Rabbenu Tam, whose nich responsa literarure is still most-
[Funkaown 1o 03, TRE samie 15 Truc for Ri, Rash of Scns, Risba, and all other
major Tosafists. The first to note this curious fact, though unable to explain it

to his own satisfaction was Haim Soloveitchik, ' but he singles out Tosalist
P S

Let us now proceed a litdle further and ask the question: Who, then, col-
lected R. Asher’s Spanish responsa? It was probably not he hirnself, since he did
not care to do so in Germany and had not changed his views about it upon

reaching Spain. More : probably, his pupils and other Spani followers and col-
leagues who studicd with him, who were members o; his Bet Din, and who
admired him greatly did that for him, according to the long-st anding Hispano-
Jewish Titerary tradition. \is is probably true of the many manuscript collec-
nomﬁi?iy”pc. But the sorted type (later 1o be printed), which was
radically edited, arranged according ro topics, and broken intc. specialized sub-
Jects, needs further elaboration.

We now know, thanks to Prof. Urbach's wark +t.-

Rave us AN answer to our question as to why R Asher's Ashkenazic responsa
were not mc_Iudcd in the collection, but the question new seems to loom
larger: Why, Mmmwm and what

made_them diffe; stablished Geoni
3 . Dnlc
and Spanish tradition? They made abundanr use of conteraporary responsa,

his mind to form his own, or his teacher’s, full and authoritative collecti ‘
_lhe days of Maharam of Rotenberg, at the very end of the Tosafist pc::‘;,. uT‘;\?sl
:: rL t:tothcr;c_}mc rg;:cstion and it, too, calls for an historical answer, [ like to
-rect on this problem in werms of the total and inbred Franco-German )
sion \ﬁ?ﬁﬁlud lakhic ity. THe aummdﬁﬁilﬁam%;\s-
lsh. centers in eleventh-century France and Germany and their complete hala-
khic independence is very well known and described by many scholars, most
recently in the articles and book on France by my good friend A, Grossman, 2

ITI. Putting It All together: The Case of Praying for Rain

MISHNAH. ON THE THIRD OF
MARCHESHVAN WE [BEGIN TO] PRAY

FOR RAIN. R. GAMALIEL SAYS: ON THE

SEVENTH, [THAT IS.] FIFTEEN DAYS
AFTER THE FEAST SO THAT THE LAST
ISRAELITEMAY REACH THE RIVER
EUPHRATES.

GEMARA. R. Eleazar said: The halachah is
according to R. Gamaliel. It has been taught:
Hananiah says: In the Diaspora [we do not
begin to pray] until the sixtieth day afier the
[Tishri] cycle.

Rambam Tefilla 2:16,17

16. from the 7™ of Marcheshvan we ask for rain in the
blessing of the years as long as we are asking for rain.
This is speaking about in Israel but in Mesopotamia,
Egypt and places nearby and similar to them we begin

60 days after the 'season of tishrei.

17. Places that require rain during the summer such as
the other side of the ocean should ask for rain during

the blessing of Shomea Tefilla.
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Meiri Raanis 10a

And there are those that say that we
shouldn't act like the people of Bavel unless
one's land is like theirs but in our land it is dry
and we require rain we should begin asking for
rain on the 7™ of Marcheshvan and this is the
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minhag in our land. And some say to begin
asking immediately after Yom Tov...

Shut Toras Chaim 3:3

It was sent from a far away land called Brazil
which is in the south ..and all of their seasons
are different for their summers are from
Tishrei until Nissan and their winters are
from Nissan to Tishrei and from tishrei until
Nissan they have no need for rain. Moreover,
if they get rain then, it will be a problem for
them.

Rosh Taanis 1:4

It is known that if no rain falls until the 60™
day into the season the seed will be lost and
why should we not do like our Mishna? In
Provence I saw that they would ask for Rain in
Marcheshvan and it makes sense to me.

Rosponsa Rosh 4:10

It was the year 5073, and the rain had not come all
winter except for a little and a fast had been called to
ask for rain. It was the first night of Pesach and our
father, the Rosh, was sitting on the doorstep to the
house and some of the chevra was standing around him
and he said now would be a good time to say something
that I have always been wondering about - why not ask
for rain until Shavuot. And some of the people thought
it would be a good idea to tell some of the elders and it
was told to the Chazzan to mention the rain the next
day..There was a shout when he mentioned it and some
of the chachamim, who he hadn't spoken to were upset

and they shouted that it shouldn't have been mentioned.

And the Rosh didn't say anything that day but that
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night, on Chol Hamoed he wrote a scroll to strengthen
his words.,

..These Ideas I said in front of my teachers in France
and no one could argue with me except to say that we
don't need to change the custom because the rain
doesn’t stop and many times there is actually too much
rain and it destroys the wheat. But when I went to
Provence, I heard in Monfishlier they would start
saying the prayer on the 7™ of Cheshvan and that was
good in my eyes. I asked them if they could tell me
when they stopped and they said On Pesach like in the
Mishna. I asked them 'Maybe you don’t need rain after
Pesach?' they said that they do. I told them what I
wrote and it was good in their eyes but they said 'what
are we supposed to do! This is what the Rishonim did.'

When I saw that it disturbed the heart of the
congregation and they didn't want to accept from me
the living Torah, I backtracked from asking in the Shul
that I was davening in. and even though I could ask... I
didn’t want to make groups. And I would not have
written this on Chol Hamoed as I am not accustomed to,
but the needs of the hour demanded it because of the
desecration to the name of God. Also, it was for the
purpose of the holiday.

Tur/Beis Yosef OC 545:8
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