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g. A woman who was tehorah but not in a permitted status:

Poskim discuss the halachah of a woman who, for various rea-
sons, was not permitted to have biah with her husband before
the menstruation began. For example, if menstruation began

%b immediately after the separation day for the onas havest or

(yonah beinonis,® immediately after Yo Kippur or Tisha B’Av*or
a'\a&‘\_ immediately after her days of mourning, may these days be

L’ - -
,<5-  considered part of the five days?® Poskim disagree about the
\T status of a woman who separated for non-halachic reasons,
W\-“, j.e., medical reasons, before the menstruation began.” One
9

{{should discuss any of these cases with a Rav.
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5. Chafetz Chaim writes in Nidchei Yisrael 41:6 that if the hefseik taharah is done during bein hashe-
nashos. one should consult a Rav. It may seem that he leaves some room for leniency. Igros Moshe
2.C. 4:62 s.v. TITIL pOBI PAYS) is lenient, in New York, if 2 woman did the hefseik taharah up to
1ine minutes after sundown. The author was told by R’ Moshe Feinstein’s son, R’ Dovid
Seinstein, that R” Moshe generally did not permit a hefseik taharah that was done even a moment
ifter sundown unless the circumstances required that one be lendent. See also Be'er Moshe 2:61. If
1 woman is uncertain whether the hefseik taharah was done before or after nine minutes, it seems
‘hat it should be invalid, even according to Igros Moshe, since his validation of one done before
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@ . { HEFSEIK TAHARAH CHECKLIST

J = Begin preparations 50 that the hefseik taharah can be done one

- half-hout before suhdéwrh :

- @ Bathe, shower or at least.wash'b
" @ Wash hands. 0T

" @ Check bedikah cloth carefully. ™ "~

& Place finger in center of cloth and wra

b: around or fold over finger.

i [nsert cloth as deeply as possible.and rotate it while pressing

. itinto all crevice
- @ If the hefseik taharalf is quéstionable;:r

move cloth andinspect both sides carefully..
epeat’it.”

{| @!Insert & cloth for mocfi dad‘vyk ‘Lpréfergbly'z-fotaie it and press i
into all crevices) and remove it after dusk (tzeis hakocalivim).
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( 42. See [ eros Moshe, ¥.D. 3:60, who permits a woman to be tovel before Shabbos and return home
in time to light Shabbos candles, if her husband leaves for shul before she arrives home. Based
upon all that has been explained heretofore, this ruling seems contrary to the position of other
Poskim. Sidrei Taharah is lenient only if she returns home after nightfall. Other Poskim (see note
36) do not concede even that much. Chasam Sofer rules that she Thay not even go to a neigh-
bor's house. Igras Moshe claims that the husband going to shul is more effective since he cer-
tainly will not-leave before the end of the tefiliah. This is questionable. Igros Moshe adds that if
childten are at home-there is no problem if she returns home. Lhis is similar to the position of
Shoel U'Meishiv cited in note 35. This view is not shared by othex Poskim. Aruch HaShulchan
197:14 clearly prohibits tevileh on Friday night since she must return home before nightfall. He

[l was certainly aware of the possibility of the husband going to shul. Poskint also assumed that
there were children at home, see Toras HaShelamim 197:9; nevertheless, none use it as a lenient
factor. In addition, one should note that in the opinion of Beis Hillel, gloss to 197:5 (cited in

* Sidrei Taharah 197:15), a tevilah done before Shabbos is invalid. See also Yad Efraim 197:3 at end.
In conclusion, Igros Moshe's positipnbis difficult to sustain. A Rav must weigh these considera-

{ (o goms and whether the Zeoilah 15 possible otherwise. Perhaps she can light Shabbos candles with-
out accepting Shabbos upon herself (see Chapter Thirty-Six, Section B), drive to the mikveh

before Shabbos and walk tiome after the fevilah, even if it is a far walk. One should also bear in
mind that in previous generations people did not have much choice about where to tive apd
building a mikveh was nearly impossible for smaller communities. However, nowadays one
has a choice where to live, There is usually no compelling reason for a couple to buy a home
far from a mikveh. In addition, we ar€ ) § and. thete 3s the option of building
safelfite mikvaos for use on Friday nights. On the other hand, a Rav must consider the status of
the couple. One may need to stretch any lenient consideration to accommodate ba'alei teshuvah,
those whose keeping taharas hamishpachah is in jeopardy or where the loss of one night is an

U, urgent matter. Igros Moshe's lenientt view must be weighed carefully and applied only where
absolutely necessary. ,
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