SEFER BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

NOACH IS ToLD THE NEWS

N
R. Shimshon Rafael Hirsch (Bereishis 6:13)
\P from N8P (related to ¥W0): to cut off, hence the end, where something leaves off . . . [meaning] “if I do not
intervene, it will al go completely to ruin by itself, its end is already before me” . . . the thriving of the species
is connected to the purity of the mating ... accordingly when God said , NINN DY 1277 NN W12 52 NN, the
\P is already there automatically, and if God had not intervened, even the spark of purity that could be saved
with Noach would have been irrevocably lost.
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R. Shimshon Rafael Hirsch (Bereishis 6:14)

72N, a receptacle that only occurs in this narrative and in that of the saving of Moses, where it also serves as a
means of saving a person from the water. Its derivation is obscure. In any case, its shape is that of a box and
not of a boat. Its shape is broad at the bottom and tapering at the top, the reverse of the shape of a boat. For
it is not designed at all to cleave through the waters but to be borne by them.




